An Islamic Perspective on
Legislation for Women

Part One

Dr. Magda Amer

Al-Falah Foundation




© All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be
reproduced, stored in retrieval system, or transmitted in any
form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying,
recording or otherwise, without the prior permission of the
author.

Author: Magda Amer

Prepared and edited by: Al-Falah Foundation
Technical supervisor: Abdulhamid Eliwa
General director: Sheikh Muhammad "Abdu

Published by:

Al-Falah Foundation for Translation, Publication & Distribution
24 At-Tayaran st., Nasr City, Cairo, Egypt.

Tel.: (+2) 02-2622838 Fax: (+2) 02-4039169

E-mail: info@falahonline.com

Web site: www.falahonline.com

An Islamic Perspective on Legislation for Women is
catalogued in The National Library and Archives of Egypt,
Cairo.

Deposit No.: 9911/2005
[.S.B.N.: 977-363-041-2


mailto:info@falahonline.com
http://www.falahonline.com/

Dedication

| dedicate this humble effort to my
grandfather Shaykh "Abd ar-Rahman
“llish, a prominent scholar of al-Azhar
and his father Shaykh Muhammad
“llish, Shaykh of the Maliki School of
Figh at al-Azhar and his father the
venerable Shaykh Mahmoud "llish.

May Allah have mercy on them
and on us.

Magda Amer




IV AnlIslamic Perspective on Legislation for Women

Contents

Preface ... IX
Chapter One: A Peer to Man .........ooccuviiiiieeiiiiiiiiiiiieeeee e 1
First Creation of the Woman (A Comparative Study of the

Three ReligionS)...ccccoieee i, 3
Pregnancy Period and Giving Birth...........cccccoooiiiiiiiiiinnnns 12
The Birth of a Female Child: A Shame or a Blessing?............. 14
IMPUIrEe WOMANT ... e s 17
The Status of the Muslim Women in Society ................cooee... 20
Participation of Muslim Women in the Propagation of

Islam (Da'wah)..........cccc 24
The Role of Muslim Women in the Battlefield .......................... 25
Muslim Women in Political Affairs...........cccccoeeeeee 27
Is Woman'’s VoiCe "AWIaN? .........ccoviiiiiiiiiiiie e 29
Does the Muslim Woman Have the Right to Work?................. 31
Can a Muslim Woman Be a Leader? .......cccccccvvvvevevvevvieeneeennnnn. 34
Circumcision in ISlam ..........coooviiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeee 39
Legitimate Mixing Between Men and Women..............ccccuueee... 43
Guardianship Is Man Superior to Woman in Islam? ................ 60
Equality of Males and Females in the Qur'an ......................... 67
Equality Between Males and Females.........ccccccccoovevivvivennnnnnnn. 71
Is Woman Deficient, When Compared to Man, in Terms of
Mental Ability and Religion?..........c.oooiiiiiiiiiiieeeeiiiieeeeee e 81
WOMEN'S TESHIMONY ....eevviiiieiiiiiiiiiii e 87

WOMEN'S OAINS ..enieiie ettt e e e eeeen 99



Is the Female Counted as Half Person in Blood Money? ...... 102

Does a Muslim Female Have the Right to Inherit? ................ 106
Chapter TwWo: ENgagement ........cccoovvvviiiieieeee i 119
Love inlIslam........ 121
SEIECHVITY ..vvvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 131
Ways of Engagement Known in the Sunnah ....................... 140
Two Suitors Seeking to Marry the Same Woman.................. 144
Engagement in Islam (Premarital Preparatory Step) ............. 146
Rulings on Breaking up the Engagement .............................. 155
Engagement Interview QUESHIONS .........coveeeeiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeniens 156
Chapter Three: Marriage .......cccceeeeeeeeeeeeeviiiiiee e 161
Forms of Marriage and Cohabitation in Pre-Islamic

F Y - o ] F- T 163
Islam Abolished Slavery..........ccccoiiiiiiiii s 167
Islam's Position on Marriage.............ccccccevveiviiiiiiiee 169
Advantages and Benefits of Marriage in Islam ...................... 173
Set Your Purpose for Marriage ..........occcvvveeeeeeeniiiiiinieeeeeeeenn 177
Correct Islamic Marriage Contract and its Permissible

CONAILIONS ..o 179
Secret and "Urfi (Unregistered) Marriages..........cccccevvuveeeene 185
Prohibited Marriage Partners.........ccccceevveeiiiieiiiiin e, 187
Marriage Between Couples of Different Religions ................. 191
Marriage to Non-Muslims and Their Rights ...........ccccccovines 193

Why Are Muslim Men Allowed to Marry Non-Muslim
Women and NOt Vice Versa?. ..., 197

Chapter Four: Husband-Wife Relationship ...........ccccceeee.. 201



VI An Islamic Perspective on Legislation for Women

Relation Between Spouses After Contracting and Before

Marriage CONSUMMALION.......cccciiiiiiiiiiieiieeeee e e e 203
Rights Due to Both SPOUSES.........c.vciiiiiiiiiiiie e, 206
Spouses’ Rights Supercede Allah’s Rights..........cccccvvvvviinn. 214
A Good Wife is Praised in the Sunnah..............cccoooeeeiiienn. 217
Wife's Duties, Responsibilities and Rewards......................... 219
How to Win Your Husband's Heart ...........ccccooeviiiiieneeeiiinnns 224
Qualities a Husband Likes in His Wife ..........cccccccvvviiiiiiiinnn. 234
How to Make Your Wife Happy .......cccoveeeeeeiiiiiiiiiieeeeee s 242
Advice to Husbands Qualities a Wife Desires in Her

Husband.............ccco 252
Marriage Tips for a Better Husband-Wife Relationship.......... 254
How to Solve Your Marital Conflicts............ccceivii 260

RE I CES ..ceviee et 269



Preface

The issue of women's rights has been a cause of
much debate for centuries. Women have been fighting
for their rights against a tidal wave of oppression and
suppression. More recently, the rise of ‘Islamic
Feminism' versus Western Feminism has triggered off
the rage of many westerners. Fourteen Centuries ago,
Islam has, in fact, granted women all the rights that the
West has, only recently, acknowledged.

A further dilemma is the widespread lack of
awareness within some Muslim communities. Many
Muslims, men and women, are quite unaware of the
considerable rights Islam has awarded women. Those
people are still bound by the confines of traditions,
rather than Islamic values. Concerning the principles of
Islam, traditional practices continue to represent the
model behavior, imposing a heavy burden on women.

In order to confront such a problem, Muslim men and
women need to expound the teachings of Islam
regarding women and to acknowledge the principle of
equality between men and women, which is highly
stressed in the Glorious Qur'an,

[O mankind! We have created you from a male and
a female, and made you into nations and tribes, that
you may know one another. Verily, the most
honorable of you with Allah is that (believer) who
has piety]
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(Al-Hujurat: 13)

The only criterion of judging people is not their
gender, race, nor even their color; piety is the sole
basis. Thus, Islam places man and woman on equal
footing, as neither is superior to the other. With this in
mind, we will realize that men and women complement
and mutually benefit each other.

This series, "An Islamic Perspective on the
Legislation for Women", is a call for both Muslims and
non-Muslims to discover the priceless jewels of Islamic
legislation towards women. The series discusses a
number of issues and clears up misconceptions that are
of great benefit to the Muslim women life regarding
rights and duties, engagement, marriage, polygamy,
divorce, vell, etc. It's true that some of these subjects
have been tackled before by many authors, but what
makes this series special is that the author, as a
woman, will be better understanding and experienced
regarding women’'s concerns and sensitive issues. In
addition, the series occasionally came across some
comparative studies elaborating the status of women in
Judaism, Christianity and Islam. It is noteworthy that the
series uses the term ‘Allah’ and not ‘God’ since ‘Allah’
means the Holy name of the universal God of all
religions and not the God of Arab Muslims alone as
some people may think. Energy wise, when you repeat
the name ‘Allah’, you actually charge your spiritual
energy especially when you pronounce it while stressing
on every letter of it: A L L A H. Here is the first
production of our series under the title of "An Islamic
Perspective on the Legislation for Women". May Allah



make it of great benefit for all; Muslims and non-
Muslims.

Al-Falah Foundation feels indebted to Dr. Magda
Amer for her contribution to the issue and for giving it
the chance to publish this valuable work to its dear
readers. We hope that this series may open the way for
a fair appraisal of Islam's attitude towards women. A
special thanks is due to Rasha Ragab for her efforts
assisting the author in collecting and organizing the data
needed for this series. Thanks should also be extended
to Hala Ali and Hazem Hamdy for their translation
contributions. Great appreciation is due to Talaat
Faroug and Naseema Mall for revising and editing the
present work.

We Ask Allah that this book will be a source of
guidance to all people; we implore Allah to make this
humble effort beneficial to Islam, Muslims and people in
general. Verily, He is the only One Who is able to grant
such favors.

Finally, all praise and thanks are due to Allah, the
Almighty, without Whose Help and Guidance nothing
can be accomplished.

General Director
Sheikh Muhammad “Abdu



	 

